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On January 31, 2008, the diesel price hit 

$3.24 per gallon, and on May 23, 2008, the die-
sel price hit $4.55 per gallon. Major oil com-
pany stations are now selling diesel in excess 
of $4.89 per gallon, over 200% increase in 
three years. 

Since January 31, 2008, diesel prices have 
increased 67%. 

In the meantime, as a new and recent re-
tiree now living on Social Security, my ben-
efits increased $50 per month from 2007 to 
2008, hardly enough to offset these constant 
rising prices. Tack on the recent increases 
for Idaho Power (25%), Intermountain Gas 
(10%), and food costs, senior citizens on fixed 
incomes are juggling to keep pace, and still 
pay for their necessary medicines. 

The major oil companies have all boasted 
significant profits ranging from $5 billion to 
$10 billion per fiscal quarter, and some ex-
ecutives have testified that they are paid in 
excess of $10 million annually. The oil com-
panies have also indicated that profits to 
shareholders have jumped a whopping 40 
cents per share. It is very easy to see that 
the oil companies, their executives, and the 
shareholders are becoming very wealthy at 
the expense of the American consumer. That 
is simply not right, nor is it fair!! The major 
oil companies are also exporting large quan-
tities of diesel fuel to European and Asian 
markets, which have much larger price in-
creases driving their markets. 

The oil companies, like any other business, 
needs to focus on providing a quality prod-
uct, at a fair and reasonable price, to all con-
sumers. Rather, the oil companies are rap-
idly increasing their profits, holding back on 
product delivery, speculating on oil futures 
to further drive up prices, and the American 
consumer is getting victimized daily by the 
oil companies actions. 

Sadly, there is no immediate fix for this 
problem! Any new drilling will fail to drive 
down prices for at least five years. New and 
more efficient vehicles will be expensive 
such that many Americans will be unable to 
afford them. (A $45,000 hybrid vehicle would 
cost consumers over $600 per month in pay-
ments and interest.) Production of biodiesel 
and ethanol is counterproductive if the cost 
per gallon of these products exceeds the cur-
rent gas and diesel prices. Consumers clearly 
need gas and diesel costs lowered. 

Yet we (America) are spending $150 billion 
a year on a war in Iraq that has no perceived 
outcome and that has not positively influ-
enced oil price reductions! NASA is sending 
a space craft to Mars to investigate planets 
on which we could never reside or survive! In 
the last five years, NASA space craft failures 
have cost American consumers at least $165 
million per failure. We simply do not have 
that luxury to waste money! Cut NASA’s 
budget in half and give that money back to 
consumers! Stop the war and bring our 
troops home safely, and give that money 
back to American consumers! Stop pork bar-
rel spending and give that money back to 
consumers! We in Idaho do not need to help 
finance projects in other state’s Congres-
sional districts where we fail to realize any 
benefit, except for loss of revenue. 

Congress’s job is to provide for the Amer-
ican people, not special interests, and oper-
ate the government’s business successfully, 
providing any profits to the American con-
sumer. That is not happening. 

The business of running the federal govern-
ment is a business, and Congress and the 
President has failed miserably to provide for 
the American consumer. With the trillions of 
dollars racked up in Congressional debt, 
America could soon be bankrupt. That would 
be a hard lesson in reality. The gas and die-
sel fuel crisis is a significant indicator of a 
failing economy. I will be watching to see 
what Congress can do. Thanks again for al-
lowing this forum. 

JACK, Boise. 

We should start drilling in ANWR and off 
our coasts. We have shale in several states 
that we are not allowed to access; we should 
open this up, too. 

One of our sons just driving to work and 
back is paying $8 a day for gas, and he drives 
a midsize Honda. Another son drives a 
Subaru and he is paying $150 a month for gas, 
just getting to work. Another son drives a 
semi-truck and cannot take care of his fam-
ily of eleven, with the cost of fuel being so 
high. All of these sons are not in high paying 
jobs, so it is affecting what they can pay for 
housing, food and other costs. They are all 
hard-working and do not accept government 
assistance; they want to stay free of govern-
ment help. 

Please consider drilling, we have oil here, 
why cannot we use it? We feel that as soon 
as we start drilling the price of oil will go 
down because of the threat of competition. 
Thank you for asking for our input; we have 
sent your message to other people also. 

FRANK and JO ETTA. 

I would love to share with you the impact 
that higher gas prices has had on our family. 
In the past two years, I have suffered hor-
ribly with a condition called psoriatic ar-
thritis. It has had some very disabling quali-
ties about it. We have always been a very 
close family and have followed our children 
literally around the country with their ath-
letics. My husband and I live in a small rural 
area of SE Idaho, and our children and 
grandchildren love to come and visit. With 
my health problems in the past several 
years, I am not able to travel and get around 
like I once did, so our children have been the 
ones to load up the grandkids and come to 
Grandma and Grandpa’s house. With the ris-
ing gas prices, my children are now unable to 
come up as often, which is tearing me to 
pieces. I have even offered to help pay for 
their gas, but with our limited income, and 
their wonderful sense of pride, they do not 
want to accept it. There are very few areas 
they have to cut back from, while trying to 
raise young families, in order to come up 
with the extra money to get here on a reg-
ular basis. To us, there is nothing more im-
portant than family, and our family has been 
greatly affected by the high costs of gas/fuel. 

I would love to see us move forward and 
stop having to rely on other countries (and 
playing games with the devil to do it) and 
start utilizing our own resources. That has 
always been one of the greatest things about 
our country is our self-reliance and willing-
ness to help others. In order to help others, 
we must be able to help ourselves and put 
ourselves in a position to where we do not 
have to beg, borrow, or steal from other 
countries when we have the resources here to 
take care of our needs. I would urge Congress 
to get on board and start utilizing our re-
sources to save our country. It is only a mat-
ter of time before we start having major 
trucking strikes—can you imagine where we 
will be if this takes place? 

Then we do not have to just worry about 
where we are going to get the money for fuel, 
but how we are going to eat and survive. 
Businesses will soon start folding under the 
extra heavy burden for fuel and gas prices. It 
really paints an ugly picture of where we 
might be a year from now. 

We will be watching this issue very closely 
and the candidates we select had better have 
this vision in mind if you are going to earn 
our vote. 

PATTI, Montpelier. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING DON ALEXANDER 

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Madam President, 
it was with sadness that I learned of 
the death of Don Alexander. I was hon-
ored and fortunate to get to know him 
in the later stages of his distinguished 
career when I joined the Finance Com-
mittee. His advice and guidance on a 
variety of matters, but particularly on 
issues involving the Internal Revenue 
Service, were invaluable to my staff 
and me. With Don, you knew he was al-
ways going to bring to bear the wisdom 
acquired over years of service to his 
country, and the taxpayers, and do so 
with the enthusiasm and energy of a 
person half his age. 

Throughout his career, Don always 
stepped forward to answer his coun-
try’s call to duty. He took his integ-
rity, thoughtfulness, and decency to 
the battlefields in World War II, and to 
the Internal Revenue Service where he 
was Commissioner during some of its 
most troubling times. Don confronted 
all challenges with confidence and de-
termination, never wavering from his 
principals or strong sense of fairness. 

At a time when our President is call-
ing for all Americans to consider the 
importance and the need for govern-
ment service, we need look no farther 
for a role model than former Commis-
sioner Alexander. I honor him for his 
service to our country and all that he 
did to make us a stronger Nation.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARTHA BRYANT 

∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
wish to honor in the RECORD of the 
Senate Martha Bryant, a true leader 
and an excellent businesswoman, for 
her many years of service to her com-
munity. 

Martha has a long history of service 
to the communities she has called 
home. Born in Waycross, GA, the 
daughter of Arloa Gerald Morgan Wood 
and Joseph Cepheus Wood, she returned 
to her hometown after college to teach 
high school English for 3 years. Fol-
lowing that, she was certified as a pro-
fessional YMCA director and served as 
program director for the State YMCA 
of Georgia from 1959 through 1962. 

The citizens of Rome, GA, were lucky 
that Martha came to their town to 
serve as the program director of the 
YMCA of Rome/Floyd County in 1962. 
During her years in Rome, Martha 
served two terms on the board of the 
United Way as well as numerous terms 
on the Administrative Board of First 
Methodist Church, including as chair 
for 2 years. She also taught the Adult 
Sunday School class for 35 years, 
served 2 terms on the Alcohol Control 
Commission for the city of Rome, and 
was a part of the organizational com-
mittee that brought Georgia Highlands 
College to Rome. 

Despite her volunteer schedule, she 
also found time to begin a brandnew 
business in 1972, Bryant and Garrett 
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